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Minutes 

Planning Commission 

March 1, 2021 

The City of Mount Holly Planning Commission met on March 1, 2021 at 6:30pm at the 

Municipal Complex located at 400 East Central Avenue, Mount Holly. Those members present 

were Chairman Myles Biggerstaff, Rodney Williams, Jerry Bishop, Teraseta Ellerbe, Leroy 

Thorns, Melanie Nichols, and Perry Toomey. Planning Director Greg Beal, GIS Technician 

Michael Godwin, Planner Brian DuPont, Planner Jonathan Wilson, Planning Technician 

Brandon Livingston, and City Manager Miles Braswell were also present at the meeting. 

Chairman Biggerstaff called the meeting to order and moved to the second item on the agenda; 

Reading of Ethics Statement: In accordance with the Rules of Procedures, it is the duty of every 

Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment member to avoid conflicts of interest. Does any 

member have any known conflicts of interest in respect to any matters coming before the 

Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment today? If so, please identify the conflict and 

refrain from any participation in the particular matter involved. No member had a known conflict 

of interest. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the third item on the agenda: Approval of the minutes. Mr. 

Thorns made a motion to approve the minutes with no corrections needed and Mr. Toomey 

seconded. The motion was approved with all in favor.  

Planning Commission 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fourth item on the agenda: Call for public hearing for a text 

amendment to Article 7, Note 25 Coexisting, Mobile and Temporary Uses of the Zoning 

Ordinance to allow detached kitchen containers in the B-1 district. This was only a call with no 

discussion being needed during this meeting. Mr. Thorns made a motion and Mr. Toomey 

seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fifth item on the agenda: Call for public hearing for a text 

amendment to Section 5.3 Site Elements for Accessory Structures of the Manual for 

Development in Downtown. This was only a call with no discussion being needed during this 

meeting. Mr. Thorns made a motion and Mr. Toomey seconded. All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the sixth item on the agenda: Call for public hearing on text 

amendment for NC GS 160D updates to Land Use Regulations in the Zoning Ordinance, City 

Code of Laws, and Subdivision & Land Development Ordinance. This was only a call with no 

discussion being needed during this meeting. Mr. Thorns made a motion and Mr. Toomey 

seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the seventh item on the agenda: Discussion on appointments of 

Planning Commission Chair and Vice-chair. Mr. DuPont began his presentation by stating that 

the last meeting with the Planning Commission, it was presented that the Chair and Vice-chair 
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positions need to be filled. The group asked for time to think about appointments. As outlined in 

the Rules of Procedure, the Chair shall not serve more than two (2) consecutive, one-year terms 

in the same office. The benefits of term limits for Officers is that it shares the opportunity to 

continually involve other members of the Planning Commission, builds leadership by helping 

members develop leadership skills, helps with recruitment of prospective chairs as other 

Planning Commission members may agree to serve knowing the office has an expiration date, 

and term limits lead to a healthier board to help prevent board-chair burnout. Mr. DuPont added 

that staff would ask that the Planning Commission give a recommendation to City Council from 

one of the existing members as Chair for at least a one-year period. Also, the Vice-chair has to be 

elected by a majority vote from the members. Staff would ask that the Planning Commission 

elect an existing member. Any member new to these positions would not take on these roles until 

the meeting in April.  

Mr. Biggerstaff opened to questions and discussion from the planning commission. Ms. Ellerbe 

asked if only one-year terms were allowed at a time which Mr. DuPont replied with yes. Mrs. 

Nichols asked if this was a new rule in the procedures. Mr. DuPont said it was amended in 2019 

to add terms. Mrs. Nichols nominated Ms. Ellerbe to be Chair and Mr. Bishop nominated 

himself. These two individuals left the room as the other members voted. Vote was 4-1 in favor 

of Mr. Bishop to be new Chairman. However, City Council would need to approve at their next 

meeting. Mr. Thorns nominated himself for Vice-Chair and Mr. Toomey nominated Ms. Ellerbe. 

These two individuals left the room as the other members voted. Vote was 4-1 in favor of Ms. 

Ellerbe to be new Vice-Chair. Mr. Toomey asked if Vice-Chair became new Chair after the one-

year term was over. Mr. Beal said that this was not always certain and that no burnout was 

wanted between the Chair, Vice-Chair, and other members of the Board.  

With there being no other comments Mr. Bishop made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. 

Ellerbe seconded the motion and all members were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 6:56pm 

 

 


